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with   him.    He had now become major-general,  and  consequently was officially restored to the active list.
The new general distinguished himself everywhere, and was so seriously wounded at the assault of Acre that his troops thought him dead. I have told you how his life was saved by a captain of grenadiers, who, at the risk of his-own life, dragged him to the end of the trenches. In this affair Lannes got a bullet through his neck, and ever afterwards carried his head bent towards his left shoulder, and had a certain discomfort in his larynx. He had scarcely recovered from this wound when he was overtaken by a great sorrow. He learnt that his wife, whom he had not seen for two years, had just been delivered of a boy. A law suit ensued, and he obtained a divorce.
ILannes left Egypt with Napoleon, and followed him to 3Paris. After the 18th of Brumaire he went with him to Saint-Cloud. He distinguished himself in the campaign of Marengo, and saved the army at the action of Montebello y where a great part of our army engaged in the gorges of the Alps would have been unable to emerge into the plain if Lannes' courage and masterly manoeuvres had not got the enemy out of the way. His conduct on this occasion earned him later on the title of Duke of Montebello. It was on his return from this campaign that Lannes conceived a hope of marrying Caroline Bonaparte. I have told you how the intrigues of Bessi&res swayed the balance in favour of Murat. Lannes was then appointed ambassador at Lisbon, and married Mile. Gu6h6neuc, who brought him a handsome dowry, which, added to a fortunate windfall, put his affairs on a satisfactory footing. By a regulation of old standing, a French ambassador on his first arrival at Lisbon was entitled to pass in free of duty all goods on board the vessel which brought him. General Lannes, in pursuance of the usual practice, ceded this right to a commercial firm for 300,000 francs. Some time afterwards, on the birth of a boy—who was, in later days Minister of Marine under Louis Philippe l—the Prince
1  Napol§on Anguste  Lannes, Duke of  Montebello, born 1801, was ambassador at Naples, Minister (for a few weeks) of Foreign Affairs, and us,r Scott, mainly, it wonld appear, on the authority of Napoleon himself (as reported by Las Oases) and Savary.essi&res looked confused, and must have felt still more so when the Emperor sat down to dinner without inviting him, while he made Marshal Lannes take a seat at his right hand. My and I were as sad this evening as we had beenve Bessidres, and the antipathy
